Aaron’s Staff
Numbers 17:1-13
Numbers 17
1
The LORD said to Moses,
2
“Speak to the Israelites and get
twelve staffs from them, one
from the leader of each of their
ancestral tribes. Write the name
of each man on his staff. 3On the
staff of Levi write Aaron’s name,
for there must be one staff for the
head of each ancestral tribe.
4
Place them in the Tent of
Meeting in front of the
Testimony, where I meet with
you. 5The staff belonging to the
man I choose will sprout, and I
will rid myself of this constant
grumbling against you by the
Israelites.”
6
So Moses spoke to the
Israelites, and their leaders gave
him twelve staffs, one for the
leader of each of their ancestral
tribes, and Aaron’s staff was
among them. 7Moses placed the
staffs before the LORD in the
Tent of the Testimony.
8
The next day Moses entered
the Tent of the Testimony and
saw that Aaron’s staff, which

represented the house of Levi,
had not only sprouted but had
budded, blossomed and produced
almonds. 9Then Moses brought
out all the staffs from the
LORD’S presence to all the
Israelites. They looked at them,
and each man took his own staff.
10
The LORD said to Moses,
“Put back Aaron’s staff in front
of the Testimony, to be kept as a
sign to the rebellious. This will
put an end to their grumbling
against me, so that they will not
die.” 11Moses did just as the
LORD commanded him.
12
The Israelites said to Moses,
“We will die! We are lost, we are
all lost! 13Anyone who even
comes near the tabernacle of the
LORD will die. Are we all going
to die?”
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Why do you think the Lord made the staff grow
to show the leaders who would be priest?

Memory Verse
“Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in
life that the Lord assigned to him and to which God
has called him.”
1 Corinthians 7:17
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What did the Lord want the leader of each
tribe to do?
How did the Lord say he would choose the
priest for the tabernacle? (Verse 5)
Who did the Lord choose to be priest?
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an adult at home this week.
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loud to an adult at home this week.
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Aaron’s staff sprouted, blossomed, and produced almonds
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Craft/Activity: Aaron’s Staff
Students will make a model of Aaron’s rod to remind them that Aaron’s rod began to bud—a sign that
Aaron was chosen as the priest by the Lord.

Materials
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

67 lb. Cardstock
Aaron’s Staff Pattern
Crayons, Markers, or Colored Pencils
Scissors
Tape

Directions
1.
2.
3.
4.

Make copies of the “Aaron’s Staff Pattern” for each student.
Have students color the flowers and staff (the large rectangle).
Roll the rectangle (colored brown) into the shape of a thin cylinder. Tape it together.
Tape the flowers to the end of the staff.

For Discussion
As students are working on their staff and flowers, remind them that it was Aaron’s staff that budded,
blossomed and produced almonds. Because of this sign, the Israelites would know that Aaron was chosen by
the Lord to be the priest.

Time Needed to Complete:
Approximately 15 minutes

Memory Verse

“Nevertheless, each one should retain the place in life that the Lord
assigned to him and to which God has called him.” 1 Corinthians 7:17
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Directions: Write a short summary of the bible story. You may look back in your bible for help.
When you finish, draw a picture in the box.

The Bible Times Herald
A Special Report on Numbers 17:1-13

AARON’S STAFF
In Israel there
were 12 different
groups of people.
Each group was
called a tribe. And
each tribe had a
leader.
The Lord was
tired of the Israelites
always complaining
about anything and
everything including who to follow. The
Lord had already destroyed three rebellious
leaders and another 250 leaders who had
complained to Moses and Aaron.
The Lord told Moses to get a staff (stick)
from each of the 12 leaders. Moses was
instructed to write each leader’s name on
their staffs.
The Lord told Moses to put the staffs
inside the Tent of the Testimony which was
also called the tabernacle. The Lord had a
plan to choose a priest for the tabernacle.
One of the staffs would begin to sprout, or
grow. The next day, Moses went into the
tabernacle and saw something amazing.
Aaron’s staff not only sprouted, but also had
beautiful flowers and almonds growing from
it! This was a sure sign from the Lord that
Aaron, from the tribe of Levi, would be the
priest of the tabernacle.
The Lord told Moses to put Aaron’s staff
in front of the Ark of the Covenant to be a
reminder to the rebellious people that the
Lord had chosen Aaron to lead them.
To find out more, check out Numbers
17:1-13 in your Bible.

QUESTIONS
1. What did the Lord want the leader of
each tribe to do?
2. How the Lord choose the priest for
the tabernacle?
3. Who did the Lord choose to be
priest?
4. Why do you think the Lord chose to
make the staff grow?

MEMORY VERSE
“Nevertheless, each one should retain
the place in life that the Lord assigned
to him and to which God has called
him.”
1 Corinthians 7:17

FILL IN THE BLANKS
priest
names

staffs
tabernacle

Moses
Aaron’s

The Lord spoke to __________. Moses
wrote the _________ of the 12 leaders on
staffs. He placed the __________ in the
Tent of Meeting. _______ staff sprouted!
This was a sign from the Lord that Aaron
would

be

the

______________.

Take-home Activity Sheet

_________

for

the

