
Jesus Clears the Temple 

John 2:12-25 
 

John 2 
12After this he went down to 

Capernaum with his mother and 

brothers and his disciples. There 

they stayed for a few days. 
13When it was almost time for 

the Jewish Passover, Jesus went 

up to Jerusalem. 14In the temple 

courts he found men selling 

cattle, sheep and doves, and 

others sitting at tables 

exchanging money. 15So he made 

a whip out of cords, and drove all 

from the temple area, both sheep 

and cattle; he scattered the coins 

of the money changers and 

overturned their tables. 16To 

those who sold doves he said, 

“Get these out of here! How dare 

you turn my Father’s house into a 

market!” 
17His disciples remembered 

that it is written: “Zeal for your 

house will consume me.” 
18Then the Jews demanded of 

him, “What miraculous sign can 

you show us to prove your 

authority to do all this?” 
 

 

19Jesus answered them, 

“Destroy this temple, and I will 

raise it again in three days.” 
20The Jews replied, “It has 

taken forty-six years to build this 

temple, and you are going to 

raise it in three days?” 21But the 

temple he had spoken of was his 

body. 22After he was raised from 

the dead, his disciples recalled 

what he had said. Then they 

believed the Scripture and the 

words that Jesus had spoken. 
23Now while he was in 

Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, 

many people saw the miraculous 

signs he was doing and believed 

in his name.24But Jesus would 

not entrust himself to them, for 

he knew all men. 25He did not 

need man’s testimony about man, 

for he knew what was in a man. 
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Possible 

Points 

My 

Points 

Questions 

5  1.) What did Jesus see as He went into the 
temple courts? 

5  2.) What did Jesus do? 

 

5  3.) What did Jesus tell the people? (Verse 16) 

 

5  4.) Why do you think Jesus was so upset? 

 
 

Possible 

Points 

My 

Points 

Memory Verse 

 

10 

 “The LORD is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and rich in love.” 

Psalm 145:8 
 

Possible 

Points 

My 

Points 

Home Connection 
Parent/Guardian 

Signature 

5 
 I have read, or been read, the passage 

of scripture for this week. 
 

5 
 I have answered the questions aloud to 

an adult at home this week. 
 

10 
 I have recited the memory verse out 

loud to an adult at home this week. 
 

 

Total 

Points 
Club Connection 

 
 

 

Leader’s Signature __________________________   Date ___/___/___ 
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Picture from The Bible in Pictures for Little Eyes by Kenneth N. Taylor. Moody Press:  Copyright  © 1956. 
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Jesus sees people selling in the temple and clears it out 
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Craft/Activity:  Whips   

Students will make whips to remind them that Jesus cleared the temple when he saw men selling cattle, 

sheep, and doves in the temple courts.  Jesus made a whip out of cords and drove them from the temple area. 

Materials 

1. Drinking Straws 

2. Curling Ribbon or Yarn 

3. Scissors 

4. Tape 

Directions 

 

1. Pass out one drinking straw to each student. 

2. Cut pieces of curling ribbon or yarn into 8 inch pieces 

3. Tape four pieces of curling ribbon or yarn onto the end of each drinking straw. 

 

For Discussion 

 

As students are constructing their whips, remind them that Jesus was upset to see the temple being used as a 

market place.  Likewise, Jesus does not want us, as temples of the Holy Spirit, to defile ourselves through 

sinful behaviors.  As our memory verse indicates, the Lord is slow to anger and rich in love. Jesus 

demonstrated his love by dying on the cross for our sins.   

 

Time Needed to Complete:   

 

Approximately 10 minutes 
 

Memory Verse 

 

“The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in 

love.”  Psalm 145:8 
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Take-home Activity Sheet 

JESUS CLEARS 

THE TEMPLE 

 

      Jesus stayed in 

Capernaum with his 

mother, brothers, 

and disciples for a 

few days. 

     It was almost 

time for the Jewish 

Passover.  Jesus 

went up to the 

temple in Jerusalem 

and found men 

selling cattle, sheep, and doves in the temple 

courts.  Other people were sitting at tables 

exchanging money. 

     Jesus couldn’t believe how the people were 

disrespecting the temple by turning it in a 

market.  Jesus made a whip out of cords and 

drove the people and animals from the temple 

area.  He scattered the money and overturned 

the tables.   

     Jesus said, “How dare you turn my Father’s 

house into a market!” 

     The Jews asked Jesus, “What miraculous 

sign can you show us to prove your authority 

to do all this?” 

     Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, 

and I will raise it again in three days.” 

     The Jews thought Jesus was talking about 

the temple that they were standing in.  That 

temple took 46 years to build.  But Jesus was 

talking about himself.  The Jews would kill 

Him and He would rise from the dead three 

days later. 

     For more details, please read John 2:12 - 25 

in the Bible.   

QUESTIONS 
 

1. What did Jesus see as he went into 

the temple courts? 

2. What did Jesus do? 

3. What did Jesus tell the people? 

4. Why do you think Jesus was so 

upset? 
 

MEMORY VERSE 
 

“The LORD is gracious and 

compassionate, 

slow to anger and rich in love.”  

Psalm 145:8 

 

UNSCRAMBLE 

THE MESSAGE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

__________    _________   __________ 

 

__________    _________   __________ 

 

__________    _________   _________. 

 

   drove          and             people 

   the              animals      Jesus 

   temple     from           the 

Jesus 
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