Boaz Marries Ruth
Ruth 4:1-17
Ruth 4
1

Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate
and sat there. When the kinsman-redeemer he
had mentioned came along, Boaz said, “Come
over here, my friend, and sit down.” So he
went over and sat down.
2
Boaz took ten of the elders of the town
and said, “Sit here,” and they did so. 3Then he
said to the kinsman-redeemer, “Naomi, who
has come back from Moab, is selling the piece
of land that belonged to our brother
Elimelech. 4I thought I should bring the matter
to your attention and suggest that you buy it in
the presence of these seated here and in the
presence of the elders of my people. If you
will redeem it, do so. But if you will not, tell
me, so I will know. For no one has the right to
do it except you, and I am next in line.”
“I will redeem it,” he said.
5
Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the
land from Naomi and from Ruth the
Moabitess, you acquire the dead man’s
widow, in order to maintain the name of the
dead with his property.”
6
At this, the kinsman-redeemer said, “Then
I cannot redeem it because I might endanger
my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I
cannot do it.”
7
(Now in earlier times in Israel, for the
redemption and transfer of property to become
final, one party took off his sandal and gave it
to the other. This was the method of legalizing
transactions in Israel.)
8
So the kinsman-redeemer said to Boaz,
“Buy it yourself.” And he removed his sandal.
9
Then Boaz announced to the elders and
all the people, “Today you are witnesses that I

have bought from Naomi all the property of
Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon. 10I have also
acquired Ruth the Moabitess, Mahlon’s
widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the
name of the dead with his property, so that his
name will not disappear from among his
family or from the town records. Today you
are witnesses!”
11
Then the elders and all those at the gate
said, “We are witnesses. May the LORD make
the woman who is coming into your home like
Rachel and Leah, who together built up the
house of Israel. May you have standing in
Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem.
12
Through the offspring the LORD gives you
by this young woman, may your family be
like that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to
Judah.”
13
So Boaz took Ruth and she became his
wife. Then he went to her, and the LORD
enabled her to conceive, and she gave birth to
a son. 14The women said to Naomi: “Praise be
to the LORD, who this day has not left you
without a kinsman-redeemer. May he become
famous throughout Israel! 15He will renew
your life and sustain you in your old age. For
your daughter-in-law, who loves you and who
is better to you than seven sons, has given him
birth.”
16
Then Naomi took the child, laid him in
her lap and cared for him. 17The women living
there said, “Naomi has a son.” And they
named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse,
the father of David.
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Memory Verse
“A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth
far more than rubies.”
Proverbs 31:10
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Boaz gets married to Ruth
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Craft/Activity: Wedding Bells
Students will make wedding bells to remind them that Boaz married Ruth.

Materials
1.
2.
3.
4.

Large Plastic Party Cups
Pipe Cleaners
Jingle Bells
Aluminum Foil

Directions
1. Pass out a large plastic party cup, a jingle bell, and a pipe cleaner to each student.
2. Tear off a piece of aluminum foil for each student to wrap the outside of the cup with (to make it
look like a silver bell).
3. Poke a hole in the bottom of the cup.
4. Push a pipe cleaner through. Tie a knot so that the pipe cleaner will not slip back out of the hole.
5. Tie a jingle bell to the end of the pipe cleaner that is inside the cup.

For Discussion
As students are working on their wedding bells, remind them Boaz wished to marry Ruth. Before he could,
he had to give Ruth’s kinsman-redeemer a chance. The kinsman-redeemer, in this case, would keep the land
in the family and keep the family name going. Since the kinsman-redeemer chose not to buy the land (and
ultimately marry Ruth), Boaz was able to do so.

Time Needed to Complete:
Approximately 15 minutes

Memory Verse

“A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth more than
rubies.” Proverbs 31:10
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The Bible Times Herald
A Special Report on Ruth 4:1-17

Witnesses
saw
Boaz
speaking with
Naomi’s
kinsmanredeemer. The
kinsmanredeemer
was
supposed to buy
Naomi’s land. One witness said he
heard the kinsman-redeemer say that
he would not buy Naomi’s land. This
meant that Naomi would not have her
land to live on.
Boaz was next in line to become
Naomi’s kinsman-redeemer.
He
would be the one to buy her land.
That way, she would always be taken
care of. Boaz would also get to
marry Ruth.
Later, witnesses saw Ruth and
Boaz get married! How exciting it
was for Ruth!
Many months later, Ruth had a
baby boy. His name was Obed.
Obed would be the father of Jesse.
And Jesse would be the father of
David.
For more details, please read Ruth
4:1-17 in the Bible.

QUESTIONS
1. What did the first kinsman-redeemer
say about buying Naomi’s land?
2. Who was next in line to buy the
land?
3. What did Ruth and Boaz do?
4. Do you think Naomi was excited
about Boaz buying her land? Why or
why not?

MEMORY VERSE
“A wife of noble character who can
find? She is worth far more than
rubies.” Proverbs 31:10

MAZE MESSAGE
Write down each word as you come to it to find
the hidden message.
was
kinsman-redeemer
Naomi’s

Boaz

BOAZ MARRIES
RUTH

Hidden message: __________________________
________________________________________
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