The Three Wise Men
Matthew 2:1-23
Matthew 2
1
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in
Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi
from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked,
“Where is the one who has been born king of
the Jews? We saw his star in the east and have
come to worship him.”
3
When King Herod heard this he was
disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 4When
he had called together all the people’s chief
priests and teachers of the law, he asked them
where the Christ was to be born. 5“In
Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is
what the prophet has written:
6
“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of
Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will be the shepherd of my people
Israel.’”
7

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and
found out from them the exact time the star
had appeared. 8He sent them to Bethlehem
and said, “Go and make a careful search for
the child. As soon as you find him, report to
me, so that I too may go and worship him.”
9
After they had heard the king, they went
on their way, and the star they had seen in the
east went ahead of them until it stopped over
the place where the child was. 10When they
saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11On
coming to the house, they saw the child with
his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their
treasures and presented him with gifts of gold
and of incense and of myrrh. 12And having
been warned in a dream not to go back to
Herod, they returned to their country by
another route.

13

When they had gone, an angel of the
Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get up,”
he said, “take the child and his mother and
escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for
Herod is going to search for the child to kill
him.”
14
So he got up, took the child and his
mother during the night and left for Egypt,
15
where he stayed until the death of Herod.
And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said
through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called
my son.”
16
When Herod realized that he had been
outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and he
gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem
and its vicinity who were two years old and
under, in accordance with the time he had
learned from the Magi. 17Then what was said
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled:
18
“A voice is heard in Ramah,
weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children
and refusing to be comforted,
because they are no more.”
19

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord
appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt 20and
said, “Get up, take the child and his mother
and go to the land of Israel, for those who
were trying to take the child’s life are dead.”
21
So he got up, took the child and his mother
and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he
heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in
place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go
there. Having been warned in a dream, he
withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23and he
went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So
was fulfilled what was said through the
prophets: “He will be called a Nazarene.”
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The three wise men bring gifts and worship Jesus
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Craft/Activity: Bath Incense
Students will make bath incense to remind them that the three wise men brought Jesus gifts of gold, incense,
and myrrh. Students will make their own version of incense that can be used as bath salts. This is also a
great gift idea!

Materials
1. Baby Food Jars
2. White Glue
3. Table Salt
4. Epsom Salt
5. Food Coloring
6. Perfume
7. Paint Brushes
8. Acrylic Paints
9. Plastic Zipper Bags
10. Ribbon (optional)

Directions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Have students paint a coat of white glue on the outside of the baby food jars.
Roll the baby food jars into table salt. Set jars aside to dry.
Paint the lids with acrylic paint and set them aside to dry (or spray paint lids in advance).
Place enough Epsom salt in each plastic zipper bag to fill the baby food jars.
Place a few drops of food coloring inside the bags.
Add a few drops (or a few sprays) of perfume to the bags.
Zip the bag shut. Let students shake the bags to mix the food coloring and perfume.
Pour out “bath incense” into dry baby food jars. Screw on lids.
Optional: Tie a piece of ribbon around the lid as a finishing touch.

For Discussion
As students are working on their bath incense, help them realize that the three wise men brought special
gifts to Jesus to honor him as Christ, the Lord. We can honor Jesus today by giving him gifts of love,
obedience, our time, etc.

Time Needed to Complete:

Approximately 20 minutes

Memory Verse
“Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.”
Psalm 95:6
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Craft/Activity: Star Ornaments
Students will make star ornaments to remind them that the wise men followed a star to visit Jesus.

Materials
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

67 Lb. White Cardstock
Crayons, Markers, or Colored Pencils
Scissors
Glue
Ribbon
Hole Punch

Directions
1. Make copies of the star patterns (2 pages) onto 67 lb. white cardstock for each student.
2. Have students cut out the stars and glue them back-to-back according the directions on the star
patterns.
3. Punch holes in each star and tie ribbons through the holes.

For Discussion
As students are working on their stars, help them realize that the three wise men brought special gifts to
Jesus to honor him as Christ, the Lord. We can honor Jesus today by giving him gifts of love, obedience,
our time, etc.

Time Needed to Complete:
Approximately 20 minutes

Memory Verse
“Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker.”
Psalm 95:6
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THE THREE WISE
MEN
Last
night,
witnesses saw three
wise men following
a star in the east.
The wise men were
looking to find
Jesus. They had
gifts to give him.
Other witnesses
overheard
King
Herod
speaking
with the chief priests and teachers of the law.
King Herod wanted to find out where Jesus
was.
King Herod secretly spoke with the wise
men to find out when the star had appeared.
“Go and find Jesus and tell me where he
is so I can worship him too,” King Herod
said to the wise men.
The wise men followed the star until it
stopped over the house with Jesus inside.
The wise men worshipped Jesus and gave
him gifts of gold, incense, and myrrh.
In a dream, the wise men were warned
not to tell Herod where Jesus was. Herod
wanted to kill Jesus so that Jesus would not
become king. Since King Herod could not
find Jesus, he ordered all boys who were two
years old and under to be killed.
An angel told Joseph to take Jesus and
Mary to Egypt until it was safe to come
home. When King Herod died, they came
back to live in a place called Nazareth.
To find out more, read Matthew 2:1-23 in
your Bible.

QUESTIONS
1. Where were the wise men going?
2. Why did King Herod want to kill
Jesus?
3. How did God protect Jesus and his
family?
4. Why do you think the wise men
brought Jesus gifts?

MEMORY VERSE
“Come, let us bow down in worship, let
us kneel before the Lord our Maker.”
Psalm 95:6
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Ideas For Home:
Today your child learned that three
wise men came to bring Jesus gifts.
1. Have your child finish coloring
this book.

Bible Story Mini Book

The Three
Wise Men

2. Help your child learn the
Memory Verse.
3. Practice the Bible Story Rhyme.
4. Read and discuss the bible story
with your child.
5. Talk about how the wise men
brought Jesus gifts. We can
give Jesus the gift of service,
praise, love, etc.
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Colored by: ____________________

The wise men brought
gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh.
4

One night three wise
men saw a star in the
sky.
1

Memory Verse
“…let us bow down in
worship…” Psalm 95:6

Bible Story Rhyme
After baby Jesus’ birth,
(Pretend to rock a baby in your arms)
Three wise men brought him gifts of
worth.
(Pretend to hold gifts out to Jesus)
Gold, frankincense, and myrrh,
(Put up one finger for each gift)
Very special gifts they were.
(Do the sign for “O.K.”)
5

The wise men followed
the star to where Jesus
was staying.
2

Have You Ever Sinned?
The Bible teaches that we have all
sinned and do not measure up to
God’s glory. It also teaches that the
price for sin is death which separates
us from God. But even though we
are sinners, Christ died for us and
paid the price for our sin. We just
need to ask him to forgive us and
receive his free gift of salvation. Just
pray this prayer, with a sincere heart,
and Jesus will forgive you of your
sins. You will become a child of God
and live with Him in heaven.
“Dear Jesus,
Please forgive me for the bad
things that I have done. Please
come into my heart and be my Lord
and savior. In your name I pray,
Amen.”
6

The wise men worshiped
Jesus.

3
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Preschool Bible Story Rhyme

After baby Jesus’ birth,
(Pretend to rock a baby in your arms)

Three wise men brought him gifts of worth.
(Pretend to hold gifts out to Jesus)

Gold, frankincense, and myrrh,
(Put up one finger for each gift)

Very special gifts they were.
(Do the sign for “O.K.”)

