The Lost Son
Luke 15:11-32
Luke 15
11

Jesus continued: “There was a man
who had two sons. 12The younger one said
to his father, ‘Father, give me my share of
the estate.’ So he divided his property
between them.
13
“Not long after that, the younger son
got together all he had, set off for a distant
country and there squandered his wealth in
wild living. 14After he had spent
everything, there was a severe famine in
that whole country, and he began to be in
need. 15So he went and hired himself out to
a citizen of that country, who sent him to
his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to fill
his stomach with the pods that the pigs
were eating, but no one gave him anything.
17
“When he came to his senses, he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired men have
food to spare, and here I am starving to
death! 18I will set out and go back to my
father and say to him: Father, I have sinned
against heaven and against you. 19I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; make
me like one of your hired men.’ 20So he
got up and went to his father.
“But while he was still a long way off,
his father saw him and was filled with
compassion for him; he ran to his son,
threw his arms around him and kissed him.
21
“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have
sinned against heaven and against you. I
am no longer worthy to be called your
son.’
22
“But the father said to his servants,
‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on

him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals
on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and
kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate.
24
For this son of mine was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So
they began to celebrate.
25
“Meanwhile, the older son was in the
field. When he came near the house, he
heard music and dancing. 26So he called
one of the servants and asked him what
was going on. 27‘Your brother has come,’
he replied, ‘and your father has killed the
fattened calf because he has him back safe
and sound.’
28
“The older brother became angry and
refused to go in. So his father went out and
pleaded with him. 29But he answered his
father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been
slaving for you and never disobeyed your
orders. Yet you never gave me even a
young goat so I could celebrate with my
friends. 30But when this son of yours who
has squandered your property with
prostitutes comes home, you kill the
fattened calf for him!’
31
“‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are
always with me, and everything I have is
yours. 32But we had to celebrate and be
glad, because this brother of yours was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is
found.’”
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The lost son worked in the fields feeding pigs
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Craft/Activity: Suitcases
Students will make a suitcase to remind them of how the younger son got together all he had and set off for
a distant country where he wasted all his money on wild living.

Materials
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

White 67 lb. Cardstock
Suitcase Pattern
Scissors
Glue
Crayons, Markers, or Colored Pencils
Coins

Directions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Copy a suitcase pattern for each student onto 67 lb. cardstock.
Have students color the suitcase pattern with crayons, markers, or colored pencils.
Instruct students to cut out the suitcase on the black lines, and have them fold on the dotted lines.
Students will then put glue on the tabs that say “glue” and attach them to the corresponding tabs.
Have the students glue the two handles onto the suitcase.
Place coins in the suitcase.

For Discussion
As students are making their suitcases, remind them of how younger son took his portion of his father’s
estate and left home. After spending all he had, he hired himself out doing menial labor while longing to go
back home. When he came to his senses, he went back home to his father. His father saw him from a
distance and welcomed him back with open arms. Help students realize that our heavenly father does the
same for us when we go astray. He loves us and wants to restore a relationship with us. He opens his arms
to us when we come back to him.

Time Needed to Complete:
Approximately 15 minutes

Memory Verse

“We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own
way...”
Isaiah 53:6
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THE LOST SON

QUESTIONS

Jesus told
a
parable about a man
who had two sons.
The younger son
asked for his share
of his inheritance.
So the younger
brother took his
share
of
the
inheritance and went
off to a distant
country and wasted his money on wild
living. When he ran out of money, he
began to work feeding pigs. He was so
hungry that wanted to eat the pig food.
When he came to his senses, he went
back to his father to apologize. He did not
expect his father to treat him like a son. He
would have been happy to be treated like a
hired man. While the son was far off, his
father was filled with compassion for him
and ran to him. His father threw his arms
around his son and kissed him.
The son apologized to his father and
then his father threw a huge party for him.
The older brother was upset that his
younger brother got a party when he had
done so many bad things. The father said
to the older brother, “My son, you are
always with me, and everything I have is
yours. But we had to celebrate and be
glad. Your brother was dead and is alive
again; he was lost and now is found.”
To find out more, check out Luke
15:11-32 in your Bible.

1. What was the problem in the story?
2. How did the father treat the son who
left and then came back?
3. How is the father in the story like
Jesus?
4. Why do you think the older brother
was upset?

MEMORY VERSE
"We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
each of us has turned to his own way..."
Isaiah 53:6

FILL IN THE BLANKS
senses
kissed
The

hugged
forgiven
younger

father
inheritance

brother

took

his

_______________ and spent it all on wild
living.

When

he

came

to

his

____________, he went back to his father.
The son thought his _______________
would be upset. His father ____________
and

___________

___________!

Take-home Activity Sheet

him.

He

was

Ideas For Home:
Today your child learned that a son
went off and wasted his inheritance
on wild living. His father welcomed
him back with open arms.
1. Have your child finish coloring
this book.

Bible Story Mini Book

The Lost
Son

2. Help your child learn the
Memory Verse.
3. Practice the Bible Story Rhyme.
4. Read and discuss the bible story
with your child.

Luke 15:11-32

5. Talk about how the father in the
story is like Jesus. Even when
we go astray, Jesus forgives us.
Colored by: ____________________

His father was happy that he
came back. His father threw
him a big party. His brother
wasn’t very happy, though.
4

A son asked his father for
his inheritance early. Then
he went off and spent the
money on wild living.
1

Memory Verse
“We all, like sheep, have gone
astray…”
Isaiah 53:6

Bible Story Rhyme
There once was a boy who left his home,
(Hold your hands up to make a roof over
your head)
He wasted money and was all alone.
(Rub your pointer finger, ring finger, and
thumb together)
He came back and then said sorry,
(Rub your tummy with your right fist)
Next, his dad gave him a party.
(Hold hands over head and wiggle fingers
with excitement)

5

When his money was all
gone, he had to get a
job working with pigs.
He was sad.
2

Have You Ever Sinned?
The Bible teaches that we have all
sinned and do not measure up to
God’s glory. It also teaches that the
price for sin is death which separates
us from God. But even though we
are sinners, Christ died for us and
paid the price for our sin. We just
need to ask him to forgive us and
receive his free gift of salvation. Just
pray this prayer, with a sincere heart,
and Jesus will forgive you of your
sins. You will become a child of God
and live with Him in heaven.
“Dear Jesus,
Please forgive me for the bad
things that I have done. Please
come into my heart and be my Lord
and savior. In your name I pray,
Amen.”
6

He decided to go home and
say sorry to his father for
sinning. He said he would be
his father’s servant.
3
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Preschool Bible Story Rhyme

There once was a boy who left his home,
(Hold your hands up to make a roof over your head)

He wasted money and was all alone.
(Rub your pointer finger, ring finger, and thumb together)

He came back and then said sorry,
(Rub your tummy with your right fist)

Next, his dad gave him a party.
(Hold hands over head and wiggle fingers with excitement)

